
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Principal Jill Pittman 
 
Dear Matador Families, 
 

I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful and relaxing spring break!  As things warm 
up, a “Glows & Grows” theme is on my mind – not in the gardening sense, but 
rather about JTM, our accomplishments, and our next steps.  We continue to 
experience so many positives, and in a world where the things that get the most 
attention are often the opposite, I’d like to recap just a few of our recent “glows:”  

 The trip for students to the SEC game at the Sommet Center was a 
blast – just not long enough!  There was a nice article in the Tennessean on March 14th 
about our adventure and how it was used to recognize, reinforce, and reward two 
things:  maintaining advanced standards on three of four TCAP test areas, or improving 
in three of four test areas.  I made that offer to last year’s JTM students (which is why 
5th grade will have to earn their rewards based on this year’s tests!) and want to do 

that again for next year as a way to keep a positive focus on setting achievement 
goals.  We can only ask for kids to do two things:  keep high standards or make 
improvement.   

Career Day for a smashing success!  We had wonderful community leaders, 
a couple of racecar drivers and Tennessee Titans, and two groups of highly engaged 
students.  Next year, we will partner with Nashville Music City Racing in an initiative 
called Race to Read.  This is a way to reward students for meeting reading goals 

throughout the year.  More details on that to come! 
JTM’s Teacher of the Year, Amy Cate, has been selected as a finalist in the 

district TOY competition!  I am so not surprised at this – she is awesome! 
MNPS wants to recruit great teachers and is making a commercial for that 

purpose.  JTM was chosen as the site for the filming and Mayor Karl Dean will 
appear with some of our students to complete the project this week! 

Local promoter Avi Poster selected JTM as one of four schools for an 

appearance from a Chicago-based group called Messages With Hope.  They will 
perform for 7th and 8th grade in March, delivering some age appropriate teen topics in 
dramatic and hip-hop style!  We are glad to be able to host them.  

JTM has had multiple entries in recent issues of Children First!, which is 
always nice – keep club and other news coming!   

 

Ok, now for the “grows:” 
As we begin our last quarter of school, we are looking toward preparing the 

ground for things that will matter in the future.  One of these things involves 
increasing the amount of reading we require of students.  Research tells us that 
middle school students who engage in 40 minutes of sustained reading daily score at 
the 90th percentile on the National Assessment of Educational Progress - NAEP.  
Students who read 13 minutes score at the 50th percentile, and those who read only 2 

sustained minutes score at the 10th percentile.   We plan to implement sustained silent 
reading (or shared reading) during Tuesday/Thursday flex-time for this 9 weeks.  
There will be required summer reading for all students and we want to instill 
solid practice for “wise,” not “wild” reflection on what is read.  We will ask students to 
enter very brief reflections or keep a reading log – this can be done in the student 
agenda – and we’ll issue PBS for keeping up!   

Yikes!  I’ll stop here for this time.  As always, I consider myself the luckiest girl 

in Nashville to have this job.  We have the best kids, the nicest families, and hope for 
great things to come!  My door is always open if you need me. 

 
Best regards, 

Jill Pittman 
 

PLEASE NOTE TCAP TESTS WILL BE HELD APRIL 8, 9, 10, 14 & 15. 

      MMAATTAADDOORR  NNEEWWSS        
          John Trotwood Moore Middle School Newsletter     Third Quarter 2008     

 

Events: 
4.1.08 

An Evening Hour with 
Donald Davis 
JTM Library 
7:00 pm 

 
4.4.08 

PBS Store OPEN 
 

4.10.08 
PTSA Meeting 
JTM Library 

11:15 – 12:15 
 

4.14.08 
IB applications due 

 
4.16.08 

Hillsboro Cluster Mtg 
JTM Library 

11:30 
 

4.25-27.08 
Sales Tax Holiday 

 
4.28.08 

Teacher In-Service 
NO SCHOOL 

 
4.29.08 

Progress Reports 
 

5.3.08 
SPRING CARNIVAL 

JT MOORE 
 

5.14.08 
Hillsboro Cluster Mtg 

JTM Library 
11:30 

 
5.15.08 
PTSA 

Meeting/luncheon 
(off-campus) 

 
5.21.08 

BBBS luncheon 
 

5.22.08 
Last day of school 

½ day 
 

Contacts: 
Office 

298-8095 
 

Guidance 
298-6701 

 
Website   

jtmoore.org 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PBS UPDATE from Brenda Garrett, Assistant Principal 

 

Happy Days Are Here Again! 

I enjoyed Spring Break, but must admit I missed the children. Hopefully, they will share some of their fun 
experiences with me. 
 
Safety- You may have noticed the bright new yellow signs along the front drive-way.  They were requested 
after listening to suggestions from parents on how to ensure safety for all car riders.  Your continued patience 
and undivided attention during drop off and pick up are very much appreciated.   

 
PBS- The store is one of the new changes with PBS (Positive Behavior Support). 
 The student body was excited about our first store. On March 7th students were able to exchange PBS tickets 
for merchandise. The more valuable the item the more tickets students had to pay. Some merchandise on 
hand was tee shirts, purses, jewelry, book bags full of school supplies, certificates to have lunch outside with 
two friends, popcorn, electronics, belts, dishes and other fun stuff.  The hottest sellers were ice cream, Cool 
Ranch Doritos, and bagged candy.  Many items were donated.  We welcome donations and help with our next 

store, which is April 4th.  This student incentive could not be a success without the wonderful parents who help 
in all arenas of operating the PBS Store. 
 
 

PTSA Presidents’ Remarks 
 

Greetings Fellow Matadors: 
 

We trust that this finds you well rested from Spring Break and already back into schoolwork and upcoming 
TCAPs.  Mrs. Pittman took over 100 students to the SEC Championship game to reward those 
students who maintained or improved on last year’s TCAPs.  Wonder what she will do for next year’s 
achievers?!!  Be sure that your Matador is well rested and eager to do well this year.   This should not be a 
stressful time but instead a time to show how much our Matadors have learned this year.  
 

April is the month we put together our roster of officers for our PTSA for the next school year.  We 
are filling in the blanks and hope to hear from you if you would like to continue on if you are currently serving 
in a role that you enjoy.  We welcome new Matador blood as well from our incoming families and from current 
parents who wish to have a role on the PTSA Board.   Several positions have no candidates on the roster thus 
far and are being vacated by families who are leaving JTM.  These include  “Secretary“, Exterior Sign” and “List 
Serve/Volunteer Coordinator”.  If you have an interest in any of these positions, please let us know.  Training 
will be needed for the List Serve Coordinator as we do use List Serve over the summer.  This is a position that 

is vital to our communication efforts and yet can be done from your home or office computer.  Feel free to call 
us if you wish to discuss any of the PTSA positions.   
 
April is also the month we put together our budget for the new school year.  Watch for List Serve 
announcements regarding the PTSA roster and the budget process if you would like to have input in either of 
these areas.  We welcome all input. 
 

MEET MOORE MOMS was a fun March event in which MOORE moms were able to connect socially.  And, we 
were able to meet some of our feeder school families and other prospective families that have expressed an 
interest in learning about MOORE.  We even had a few dads in attendance from our feeder schools! 
 
WISH LIST is a new feature of our newsletter, effective with this newsletter.   Teachers and staff have 
been asked to provide us with their wish lists.   Please make a point to review it and see if your family has any 

of the items mentioned or might be willing to purchase items from the list for our school. 
 
BIG BROTHERS/BIG SISTERS at JT MOORE is off to a good start.  This is our first year and we currently 
have nine participants.  One of the BIG BROTHERS was recruited from seeing our plea for volunteers on the 
sign from Granny White Pike!  We have a list of students who still wish to participate in this program but for 
which we have no “BIGS”.  Please pass the word to your friends, family and neighbors.  For our site-based 
program, the time commitment is less than an hour a week if done during FLEX-time.   

 
Yours in Matador Pride and Spirit, 
Terri Patton and Theresa Doyle, Co-Presidents PTSA 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JT Moore Spring Carnival 2008 “Celebrate Moore” 
Saturday, May 3, 2008 1:00 pm — 4:00 pm 

 
Cochairs: Kim Kleine & Lisa Dunn 

lisa@lisadunndesign.com or KEKleine@yahoo.com 

 
5th Grader, Emily Davis Wins Poster Contest! 

 

JTM Spring Carnival Needs Volunteers! 
 

 The third annual JT Moore Spring Carnival is fast approaching! Children of all ages love the JTM Spring Carnival 

and with your help this year’s event can be another huge success. We need lots of adult volunteers to help run 
the activities. This is an easy job. 

 
• Shifts last only 45 minutes then you are free to enjoy the rest of the Carnival 
• Volunteers take tickets and make sure that the kids enter and exit the games in a timely way.   

 
Activities vary from old favorites like the Cake Walk, simple midway games to inflatable fun rides like the 
Obstacle Course.  To volunteer please email Jennifer Kleine at Jennifer.kleine@comcast.net or call 383-2858. 

 
 

Let’s Make The Carnival Even Better for Our Kids & Community 
Make A Difference. Be A Carnival Sponsor 
 
JT Moore’s annual Spring Carnival is not only a blast for our kids but invites participation from the extended 
Green Hill’s community. It’s a neighborhood event that celebrates our fabulous faculty, family and students. 
 
Your sponsorship will contribute to the success of this event and support the PTSA in its effort to make JT Moore 

the best middle school in Nashville. We hope that you will become a part of the 2008 JT Moore Spring Carnival. 
 
Look for your invitation in the mail. You Can Really Make A Difference! 
 
Presenting & Music Stage Sponsorships Available 

Great Business Marketing Opportunities!! 

 

 
Get into The Act: Carnival Talent Search 
 
We are looking for performers to showcase their talent on the Carnival Main Stage. Parents, students and 
community members are all welcome — Space Is Limited! 

 
Past acts have included rappers, singers, dancers and rock bands.  

 
Contact Ginger Sands at LaughingSun@comcast.net for more information. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important PTSA News… 
 

The Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) plans to change its status from affiliating with the national 
association to a local Parent Teacher Organization.  The reason for change is two-fold.  First, we prefer to keep all 
our hard-earned dollars in our local school, rather than sending several hundred each year to the national group.  

Second, we do not need the stated benefits of membership. 
 
According to the PTA website, benefits include: Our Children magazine, public service announcements to aid in 
membership recruitment, annual convention registration information, e-newsletters on parenting and legislative 
issues, and on-line leadership training.  If you would like to know more, you may visit the URL, 
http://www.pta.org/jp_membership_benefits.html  
 

While these benefits provide value, we are not availing ourselves of the resources.  Additionally, we strongly 
believe that we have the knowledge and skills to operate our organization locally. 
 
If you would like to know more about this subject, please contact Terri Patton or Theresa Doyle, our current PTSA 
co-presidents prior to April 10th, our next PTSA meeting date.  We plan to move ahead with this change in the 
next few months. 

 

 
Library Lines from Ms. Fortenberry 

Donald Davis, master storyteller, is visiting our school and telling stories to all students on Monday, March 31st. On 
Tuesday, April 1st, he will be instructing our students on narrative writing.  The public is invited to hear Mr. Davis 
on Tuesday night, April 1st at 7:00 p.m. in the school library. This event is called “An Evening Hour with Donald 

Davis”.  It will be great if parents can bring students back to school for this special event and the family can share 
the joy of listening to Mr. Davis tell his wonderful stories. There is no admission charge for the event; donations 
will be appreciated.  We hope to see you here for this fun event! 
  

 
 

Moore Chess Team Victory 
Congratulations to James Wu, Shane Franklin, Gene Li, and Ivan and Pavel Velkovsky, who competed as a team in 
the Regional Qualifying Chess Tournament last Saturday.  They took 2nd place in the entire Middle Tennessee 
Region, with a score of 3 and 1, and are now State Finalists; qualified to play in the State Championship 

Tournament later this month.  They brought home a nice trophy for the JTM collection. 
 

JTM Science Fair Winners 
Congratulations to the JTM Science Fair winners!  The Science Fair was held Saturday, March 1, at Martin Luther 
King Magnet School. There were 642 projects from 11 middle schools registered.  

• 5th grade Blue Ribbon winner was Alec Michael 
• 5th/6th grade Team Project winners included: 

o Alex Jolly and Gray Tettleton 

o Trent Mayo, Jack McSharry, and John Henry Reinbold 

 
 

 
TEACHER/SCHOOL WISH LIST 

We are starting a new column in our newsletter – this is an area where our wonderful teachers and staff can 
request donations from our families.  Please label your donations with staff member’s name and to deliver to the 

front office. 
 

• Arteberry - large paper clips, pencils, crayons, folders, 2 boxes of copy paper 
• Beebe - backpacks, school supplies (paper, pencils, notebook paper) 
• Boehm - printer 
• Porter – printer 
• Yax - cheap acrylic 8”x10” mirrors for self portraits (not glass ones that break when dropped)  

 
• Items for the PBS Store - Belts, jewelry, wallets, footed type socks, “funky” preppy tee shirts, cool ranch 

chips, ice cream sandwiches, flavored Chapstick, packs of notebook paper, candy, sandwich bags for 
assorted candy 

• Big prizes like iPods, bikes, boomboxes, etc. that could be used in the assemblies 
 

• SSA closet – belts (all sizes) 

 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MNPS offers Summer Arts & Music 
Camps 

 
The Visual and Performing Arts Department of 
MNPS offers several camps for students. All 
camps are $100. Summer 2008 camps include: 
 
Art al Sol is a visual arts camp for students 

serious about developing their art skills.  The 
camps are divided by ages 8 - 10 and 10 - 13. 
MNPS visual arts teachers serve as camp 
instructors. 
 
West End MS Session I (8 – 10 years) 6/16 - 20 
West End MS Session II    (10 -13 years)    6/23 - 27 
J. T. Moore MS Session I   (8 - 10 years)    6/16 - 20    
J. T. Moore MS Session II  (10 - 13 years)  6/23 - 27 

 

 
Arts in Action is a camp that incorporates 
theatre, music, dance and visual arts. At the end 
of the nine day camp the students present a 
musical production and have an art show. For 
students worried that they can't dance, they will 
be shocked at how much fun they have learning 

with our dance instructors and how good they 
become. This camp is for ages 8 - 12. MNPS 
teachers serve as camp instructors. The camp 
sites and dates are: 
 
Hume-Fogg Academic Magnet HS    5/27 – 6/6 
Overton Comprehensive HS           5/27 – 6/6 

 

 
Band Camp is for students that are presently in 
Grades 5 - 8. Students must have a minimum of 
one year of band prior to attending the camp. 
Instruction includes small group session of 
students on like instruments and full band 
rehearsals. There will be an end of camp concert 

for the students' families and friends. MNPS band 
directors serve as camp instructors. The camp 
site and dates are: 
 
Croft Middle Design Center  6/9 - 19 

 
 

Orchestra Camp is for students presently in 
Grades 4 - 12, who play violin, viola, cello or 
double bass. The students must have a minimum 
one year of instruction in orchestra and be able to 
read music. The students are divided by 
age/experience levels for performance purposes. 
Students will take a couple of field trips to play in 

the community and will present an end of camp 
concert for their families and friends. MNPS 
orchestra teachers serve as instructors. The camp 
site and dates are: 
 
Nashville School of the Arts  6/9 - 19 

 
 

After-school Clubs 
 

WE HAVE TWO NEW CLUBS! 
• Drumming 

• Adventure Science Center 
 
NEW!  Adventure Science Center Club:  Tuesdays 
for 5 weeks starting 3/25 

• Fee is $50 (scholarships available) 
• Meets in the Cafeteria, pickup 4:45 
• Contact: suanndavis@comcast.net   
• All 5TH grade Matadors welcome 

 
Art Club:  Wednesdays 

• Meets in Mr. Yax’s room, pickup 4:45 

 
Chess:  Mondays 

• Meets in the library, pickup 4:45 
 
Drama:  Tuesdays 

• Meets on the stage, pickup 4:45 
 

NEW!  Drumming:  Mondays & Wednesdays 
• Meets in the Cafeteria, pickup 4:45 

 
Fiddle:  Mondays beginning Feb. 4 

• Meets in the ISS Room by After Care, pickup 
4:45 

 
Girl Scouts:  1st & 3rd Monday of the month 

• Meets in the Cafeteria, pickup 5:30 
• Cost to join is $10 
• Contact Laura Munkel, 661-5022, with 

questions. 
 

Hip Hop:  Fridays 
• Meets in the Cafeteria, pickup 4:45 

 
JT Moore Singers:  Wednesdays  

• Meets on the Stage, pickup 5:00 
 

Lacrosse:  Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 

• Meets on the field, pickup 5:15pm 
 
Running:  Mondays & Wednesdays 

• Meet on the track, pickup 4:45 
 
Spanish:  Tuesdays 

• Meets in room 20, pickup 4:45 
 
Tae Kwon Do – Tuesdays & Thursdays 

• Fee is $55/month 
• Meet in the Parks room, 4:30 – 5:30  

 
 
 

SPRING TENNIS 

We are looking for someone interested coaching JTM 
Tennis this spring. Please contact Becky Sharpe if you 
are interested: bsharpe@spaprog.com or at 615-406-

8813. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IBO Focus: EVENTS…EVENTS…EVENTS! 
By Amy Cate 

 

Hoops for Heart 
Our many school-wide, IB sponsored events continue to have great success! The last two days of February were 
Hoops for Heart, organized by the Related Arts teachers.  As always, all the kids in the building were excited to 
participate. The students who raised the most money were Cody Reeves, Becca Rothe and Ken Wang.  In all, the 
event raised over $6,600 for the American Heart Association.    
 
Arte de Moore 

Arte de Moore, the night of March 11, was filled with great artwork from students, parents, community members 
and teachers!  The 3rd annual silent auction raised over $1,200 for our IB program. These funds will be used to 
fund an addition to the sign out front that will reflect our status as an official IBO World School and many 
different classroom supplies and resources.  THANK YOU to all who donated and came to bid on the art!  
 
Community Service Hours DUE SOON 
All current IB students should have their 20 hours of community service documented and turned in to their folder 

in their first period teacher’s room. Ms Pruitt will be checking hours on MAY 1st to make sure that all goals have 
been met and to total the number of hours JT Moore students have spent serving our community.  Need ideas for 
last minute community service opportunities? See Hands on Nashville’s website at www.hon.org! 
 
Application Time 
IB applications for the 2008-2009 school year will be going out to all interested 5th, 6th and 7th grade students on 

March 25, the day they return from Spring Break.  Completed applications are due April 14th. Questions? Email 
Mr. Duncan at William.duncan@mnps.org.  
 

Matador Athletics 
 

TRACK SCHEDULE: 
 

March 27 McMurray Hillsboro HS  4:45pm 
April 3  Apollo  TPS/NSA  4:45pm 
April 10  Croft  Hillsboro HS  4:45pm 
April 17  Rose Park Hillsboro HS  4:45pm 

 
April 22, 23, 24  Western Division Meet    TN Prep School              
April 30   City Meet - Field Events  TN Prep School              
May 1   City Meet - Running Events  TN Prep School 

 
 

SOCCER SCHEDULE: 
 

March 26 West End JTM   4:45pm 

March 31 Head  JTM   4:45pm 
April 2  Bass  JTM   4:45pm 
April 7  Bellevue JTM   4:45pm 
April 9  HG Hill  HG Hill   4:45pm 
April 14  MLK  MLK   4:45pm 
April 16  Martha Vaught JTM   4:45pm 

 

April 18, 23, & 25      Tentative Division Playoff Dates 
April 30, May 5 & 7  Tentative City Playoff Dates 

 
  


